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Women as City’'s Housekeepers

Day’'s Tour With a
Tenement House In-
spector Reveals

Knotty Problems to
Be Solved by Tact

F vou are a landlord or tennat in New
York eity there are certamn rules you
must obey, or, like Orphan Annie, “The
goblins'll get you if yon don’t wateh out.”
These goblin= are the nine women in-
spectors of the Tenement House Depart-
ment and the five women inspeetors of the
Bireet Cleaning Departient.
earned the unoflicial tille of municipal
housekeepers.

Sinee the Tenement House Department

was establishied in 1902 women have been
employed by it to teach the daty of gaod
housckeeping.  The tusk i< not ensy."Rain
or shine the inspecior must be at work
She encounters many  diffienlties.  The
women inspectors in the Street Cleaning
Department have been ai work for a vear
and the chiel inspector, Miss Elizabeth
A. Branagan, has been connected with the
department for ten years, being employed
for nine vears in a clerical eapacity.
- On a rather soggy morning [ made u
tour of duty with Miss Jeszie H. MeVean.,
one of the inspectors of the Tenement
House Department. Her work was in the
Cherry street district.

The first liouse we entered was one thai
seemed to exhibit every puossible violution
of the tenement house laws.  That there
could be a worse example one eould not
believe, but Miss McVean cheerfally as-
sured me that this was not really une of
the worst.

Garbage Cans Open in Hall.

To begin with, the halls were dark and
the odor was anytling but pleasing. Miss
MeVean was not long in discovering the
reason of the latter trouble, for hack in
the hall, under the stairs, stood eans of
garhage full to overflowing and uneov-
ercd.

“Thiz iz a condition,” said Miss Me
Vean, “that monst be remedid by both
janitor and tenants. You see, they have
no dumbwaiter in this house. Fach ten
ant brings the refuse from her Kitchen
down here and empiies it into the vans,
vhich are sapposed to be covered, but as
vou see, are not. The mdolence of the
janitor creales a worse condition, for the
cans are not put oul regularly and they
overflow. You see the result.  Tins must
be cleaned up.”

Miss MeVean knoeked on the door of
a rear fiat. The door was opencd by o
slovenly woman who nodded when asked
if she was the janitress.

“] am the tenement house inspecton.”
said Miss MeVean., “Come into the hall”

The woman came out, sloppiug alons
in her earpet shippers and grumbling.

“Why don’t you elean up your hall
snd the garbage and ash cans?” askod
the inspector.

The woman shrugzed her houlders

“But vou mu=t clean them up” m
sisted Miss MeVean.

“I no eare,” was the stolid roply.

“But the law does care,” and the oue
little word of three letters producd a
sudden change.

“I no do nothing wrong” splutiersd
the slovenly one.  “You ne arsest me |
no van help”

Has Covers Found for Cans.

“You must help.  Every morning thase
cans must be placed out an the streer £ the
must he kept eoversd i the halls and you
must elean around them, You must tell
the women not to throw sarbage on the
floor. Now, where are the covers !

The woman peanted 1o the wourtvand
There, with other rter, lay the covers o
the eans.

By this time a little sroup of women
with therr elildren had collected an i
hall,  Miss MeVian tun ol o them

D vou wand te e siek, Tave the Tub

They huve

She was sent to get them,

nlt'l-&. ]---ril.-|.- (I _'-' shee ziskosd.

Thore wis i great hemd =hakme amons
the women

“I vou heep sour halis bhe this v
will b <k vour halies oy die Yo
undorstand ? Pat the sarbage careluliv o

the cans, put on the cover, mase the jun
ior I—I'!'Il tie halls elean, tey 1o !n'T!' her,
Do you understand

several of them said ?||-". dul, it &
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Seeing that fire escapes are kept clear is only one of the inspector’s
troubles.

couple looked as though they did not.
Miss McVenn quickly singled them out.

“Those women don't understand Eng-
luh. Tell them in Italian what I have
said. You tell them,” she pointed to one
intelligent looking young woman, who
transisted for the others’ henefit. “Now
I am =oing through the house, and when
I come back | want to see tlus elean.
Ge! the cans out: wash op the floor.”

Uut m the littered evart we went. She
callel to the janitor: “This court mnst
be eleanead, two, before I come back next
week.”

lLooking up toward the top of the
howses, Miss MeVean pointed to the lire
escapes.

“How umny people eould use those
fire escapes in ense of necessity, do vou
think ?”" she asked.

The fire escaprs were blorked with
waush tubs, wood, bhags, boands—every-
thing. in fact, not wanted inside, Planking
had been lnid over the openings in many
instanees. It was obvious that there
would be trouble if the fire escapes had to
I usend in a sudden emergency.

“Fire eseapes.” explained Miss Me
Vean, “constitule one of our greatest
troubles not only i the tenement distriets
It i seetions of the eity where you
woulldaever exnpeet that intelligent people
would block them up by using them as
stome !a];n'lm."

Inspector's Vicit Noted.

We went ante the house again.  The
Janitress  was working with (e ecans,
grumbling all the tme. Up starrs Mass
MeVean knocked at o a door. The word
had gone throuoh the hoase that e 1
spector wats there,  The door dud no
n'h‘l’l.

“What yon
other side.,

“Inspector.” callisd Miss Mo Vean, and

wanl 3” came  {rom ”it‘

in o minute the door was openml

The rooms were elean enougly, but Miss
MeVean went to the window and found
the fire eseape piled high with vanous
artieles so it passaze was enfi~vely e
ol Above 1t was the same way.

“Come here,” she sad o the woman.
“Clean ol thes stofl off. You cannot g
ot 11 the bouse burns,  Yeou wall e
You like that 7
sard the wosan.  “Nao

Bormead 1o death,

“Nov, fier, n!”
place m the hoise for things.”

“You must elean 1t off just the =ame
Now, wsin,”

Wath tdaat the woman bewan her work
and Mins MeVean continued thraasi the
eotrsee. Losokings out of the windows of
el o we conbld see women workinge
vlesirine awan the ddehiris, _“uri) hiad seweny
whon? wa= motnir on aniel Dl mot wanted Do
orders. Within an bonr the fire escapes
Ll Boewen eleamsd, <ave these whers (e
topaanl= were nol sl botme, Fnl A TENE .“I.'n
MeViean ettt mstraetions with other ten-
ants aned told them she expectel e tind
the eseapes all clear on jler nest ronnd

Down starrs we tonnd the hall eleanisd
pgr, aned the cans on tie sidewalk.  But
we konew well that wihen the street elean-
iz dnspovtor eatie alng the janitross
would see more tronble.

This experience illastrated only a part

of the work the mspectors must do. Leak
ing roofs come in their work ; they inspect
firc escapes that have been fumished
where there were none; roof tanks are in-
spected, dumbwaiter shafts are examined.
In short, their duties cover every detail
that affects the health or safety of ten-
anla.

A booklet vovering the subject has been
prepiared by the tenement house commit-
tee of the Charity Organization Society,
which hss been cooperating with  the
Tenement House Department. The book-
let is desizned 1o insiruct people in lene-
ment house rule: and sanitation methods.
Copies are distributed by the inspeetors
and  demonstrations are made in many
cases in the flas. This 13 educational
work and mueh has been accomplished by
means of it

Explains Need for Fresh Air.

In one flat we visitel in the afternoen
Miss MeVean showed a woman how to
wash the pamnted walls, explained to her
that lack of fresh sir in a bedroom meant
illness and made ber clean up about the
sink. Then she took me into flats in an-
other section where the inspectors bad
been at work.

Spotless, that i< what they were: clean
aud sweet, and the women who lived in
them were glad to see the inspector. After
having looked on the ugly picture of the
tirst distriel visited this was a real demon-
<tratiom of what can be done. Miss Me-
Veun explained that these clean flats had
twen as badd if not worse than the others.

The other women inspeetors in the
Tenement House Department are Mary
Sullivam, Mary M. MeVean, Elizabeth 0.
Shea, Helen 1. Thompson, Gertende U,
Light, Theresa S, Metilinn, Mary Con
way Woods and C. L. Kunz, Miss Me
Glhinn and Mizs Woods are working
Frooklyvu.

This 1s what 15 being done 1o keep the
flats clean mnside, but equally imipostant
outside work falls ta the Stret Cleaning
Department.  The five women inspectors
work o three boronghs,  Aside from
their regular stroet amspeetions they e
ture - public schools, betore clubs and
In this way they
reach not only the honseholders, but also
the tenant -

af mothers” meetings.

These women have helpodd to elean up
some of the worst distriets in New York.

“1 eertainly belhieve,” sard Miss Brana-
mn, “that our work 15 woman's work, A
woman nnderstands household conditions
She can reach
the women enswer and ean enhist theie md,

Intter than does 3 man.

17 you gwin over one woimsin i ten vou
are ooy to have thanes better, for she
takes a prde omdoeing others to cloan
(L] al=o.

“Now we are goang o a street whieh
I hope soun 1o have i model of cleanh-
s nstead of beinge i the condition it
1= now.” We were walking through o
fenemant section near St Mark's place,

“len’t that a pleasant syght 77 sand Miss
Branngan as she pointed to three cans of
garbage and two of ashes filled to over-
fluwing, with some of the refuse on the
sidewalk.

Miss Branagan called out the janilor

a Success

—=

Proper Care of Gar-
bage and Keeping
Fire Escapes Clear
Two Important

Tasks Faced Daily

of the house. He was a big, burly fellow
and looked sullenly nt the inspector.

“] thought I told you last “6_'4-‘11 Ulllf
you couldn’t leave the cans in this way,
suid Miss Branagan. e

“Well, you did. What of it?" was the
response.

“I',I"hem is just this mueh of it,” l_ﬂj' the
inspeetor looked very much as if she
meant business, “that you are going to
clean up this mess immediately and find
4 can to hold the overflow.”

“Who says I am?" .

“] say so. FKither elean it up or you i
u o court.” .

“Well, what van 1 do,” he hedged, “if
votr fine Street Cleaning Department
doesn’t eome and get the stufl1”

“That only happens, you know, when
tlic weather makes it impossible for them
to vome. Then you must have enough
cans to last seventy-two bours. Are thess
all you have?”

s Acsed h. Ove to four

“They are not enough. ean
tenants is the rule. You know that
Where are the others?”

“In the cellar.”

“Why aren’t they beref”

“Well, T didn't want to bother to bring
them up.”

Laziness Primary Cause.

Now, there is the proposition many &
streel inspeclor meets—laziness and dis-
regard for law and order. - However, |‘he
mian set to work, and as he did so Miss
Pranagan started the janitress in the next
louse picking up litter and paper from
the sidewalk und putting the stuffl in a
batgr,

“All the way through these districls
this 15 the work that has to be done”
she said, “It means talking continually
until you have drilled it into them that
they must keep the streets clean. It tukes
months sometimes 1o clean a distriet, and
then you must return to it agmn and
ngain,

“Talking sanitation and the prevention
of disease through Keeping things clean
does more good than you would think,
and 1t is through presching the gospel of
cleanliness that mueck: 15 aecomplished. No,
I cannot say that an inspector’s life is
rose colored, but when a distriet is eleaned
up one feels well sansfied and as af 1L as
really worth whale.”

When you pass through a street and
lind a well dressed young woman talking
carnestly with a janiter, or that junitor
cleaning up the walk and the young wom-
an looking on, you may be sure that thie
is one of the women inspectors at work.
Thex do not wear umforms: that 1= not
neeessary, but their badge ot offiee car-
ries conviction to the minds of the people
and their suecess hus been marked.

Can women look after the municipal
housekesping of a eity hke New York?
Go out with one of them =some dav snd
find vut for yourself.

Old Maid Insurance

PLAN for old maid insuranee pro-
A posed by Dr. Karl Luttenberger
i~ being serionsly considersd in Germany
s puaranfee aguinst economice distress
and a measure o inercase Lhe mwatrimo-
mnl prospeets of spinsters.

The girls may take out the insurance
themselves, or it may be taken out for
them.  Premioms aee pad until the twen-
tieth year of the insured.  If the woman
15 not married by the tine she reaches the
age of 37 she will be entitled to draw an
annuity thencetorward.  FEven if she fineds
a lwsband atter she passes the 37 vear
mark she will enntinue to draw the an-
nmty,

It the insured maries before 37 she
cannot elaim an anmuty, it may recover
with interest the (olal amount of pre- °
s |mi-|. Should the insured die be-
fore the age of 37 the cash value ol her
]i'llil"\' will go to her hweirs.

According to the vensus of 1910, tlere
were S00.000 more females than males in
the German Ewmpire. The war has greatly

inereased (he disparity.




